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Many technologies have their day and then 
vanish or are absorbed into the mainstream. 
It looks no less likely that compound semi- 
conductors wil l  suffer this fate now than 
when III-Vs Review was conceived 15 years 
ago. But IlI-Vs continues to re-invent itself.- 
as applications grows, so too must the mag- 
azine - with more issues published this year. 
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The idea for a magazine on compound semi- 
conductors first came about in late 1986. After 
test mailings in spring 1987 received a huge 
response, III-Vs Review proceeded to its launch 
in the summer. 
Even moreso now 15 years later, interest in 
compounds is driving a need for specialist cov- 
erage. The raison d'etre of the magazine is to 
cover those segments of the semiconductor 
industry not covered by the "mainstream". 
Although coverage of compounds in general 
semiconductor magazines has grown steadily, 
it is still small-scale compared to their main 
focus of silicon - understandable given the 
scope they have to cover and that silicon tech- 
nology is no less dynamic than compounds. 
If anything, this is more an indicator of the 
on-going enormity of the silicon industry. 
Revenues from compound semiconductors are 
a few billion dollars per annum - no more than 
lo% of the total semiconductor market. 
Moreover, the mainstream magazines have to 
make sure that their coverage is what their 
readers want and little space is available for 
diversions. 
A lesson for anyone considering the launch of a 
magazine covering new technology is that, in its 
formative years with Elsevier Science, III-Vs Review 
had a stable-mate, Surface Mount International. 
However, this ceased publication in the early '9os, 
proving that there is no longer a need for spe- 
cialist magazines on Surface Mount Technology 
since it joined the mainstream a decade ago. 
By contrast, III-Vs Review shows no sign of 
being absorbed by the mainstream, while gain- 
ing in relevance. Nor is it likely to become the 
mainstream, such is the anticipated longevity 
of the silicon industry. 
However, as we begin the new millennium in 
earnest, no one can be totally confident in such 
predictions. In the era of vacuum valves just a 
half-century ago, who could have predicted 
semiconductor devices as complex as the giga- 
hertz microprocessor? In another half-century 
even silicon may have been supplanted, per- 
haps by much-heralded "all-optical" or even 
"molecular electronics" technology (provided 
that they can supersede silicon's excellent com- 
bination of technology and economics). 
In contrast, the good thing about the compound 
sector is that it continues to re-invent itself. 
III-Vs Review has to covers a wide range of top- 
ics and has even had to add issues to fit it all in. 
Also, it is notable that, over the past five years, 
the resurgence of wide-bandgap semiconductors 
has resulted in new interest in light emitters and 
detectors- as well as microelectronic devices - 
based on materials other than GaAs or InR 
One may wonder what else will need to be cov- 
ered: process technologies such as micro-elec- 
tro-mechanical systems (MEMS) and multi-chip 
modules (MCMs) for microwave and opto appli- 
cations, or organic emitters, perhaps. Here 
progress is gaining pace, but it may be some 
time before these threaten the existing "inor- 
ganic" (i.e. LED) displays based on compounds. 
As technology design options widen, there is 
less and less justification in covering just GaAs 
for example, and more need for covering all 
compound technologies in one magazine. 
It is important herefore for the scope of arti- 
cles and news to span as many of these tech- 
nologies as possible to enable someone work- 
ing in one area to read about what is going on 
in another. Provided, of course, that - with 
everyone in their own sector of the burgeoning 
compound semiconductor so busy fulfilling 
demand - people make the time to keep up 
with what's happening in other sectors across a 
fast-expanding industry. All the more reason - 
in this age of the "information avalanche" - for 
everything that's happening across the com- 
pound semiconductor industry to be con- 
densed into one concise publication. 
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